Citizenship

Chapter 18 Notes, Part II

I.
Inferior Courts

A. District Courts

1. Federal Trial Courts

2. 632 judges handle 300,000 cases a year.

3. Hear cases from bank robbery, kidnapping, mail fraud, counterfeiting, tax evasion.

B. Court of Appeals

1. Help relieve the Supreme Court.

2. 12 Courts of Appeals.

C. Court of International Trade

1. Hears civil cases involving tariff and trade issues.

D. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

II. Supreme Court

A. Only one created in the Constitution.

B. Power of Judicial Review-declare a law unconstitutional.

C. 4 of 9 justices must agree to hear a case.

D. At work

1. Lawyers from both sides present oral arguments (30).

2. Justices meet in conference.

3. Court’s opinion is majority opinion, other’s write dissenting opinion.

4. Agreeing justices write concurring opinions.

