Citizenship

Chapter 3 Notes

A. Six Basic Principles of the Constitution

B. Popular Sovereignty-people are the source of power.

C. Limited Government-Can only do things people have given it the power to do.

D. Separation of Powers-

E. Checks and Balances-

F. Judicial Review-Can determine something is unconstitutional.

G. Federalism-division of powers.
I. Formal Amendment Process

A. First Method

1. Proposed by 2/3 vote in each house.

2. Ratified by ¾ of state legislatures. (38)

B. Second Method

1. Proposed by Congress.

2. Ratified by ¾ of states in convention.

C. Third Method

1. Proposed by a national convention called by Congress.

2. 2/3 of the states legislatures must request this.

3. Ratified by ¾ of the state legislatures.

D. Fourth Method

1. Proposed by national convention, ratified by conventions in ¾ of the states.

Informal Amendments

A. Basic Legislation

B. Executive Action

C. Court Decisions

D. Party Practices

E. Custom

