Citizenship

Chapter 5 Notes

“Political Parties”

I. What is it?

A. Seeks to control government by winning an election.

B. Two major parties-Democrat and Republican.

II. What do they do?

A. They nominate candidates for office.

B. To inform people about their candidate.

C. Approves of the candidates.

D. To get legislation passed.

E. Criticize the other party.

III. Reasons for the 2 party system

A. Historical-always had two.

B. Tradition

C. Electoral system protects the system.

D. American ideologies do not allow for more than two parties.

IV. Membership in a party-voluntary

A. Democrats

1. Blacks

2. Catholics

3. Jews

4. Union members

B. Republican

1. White males

2. Protestants

3. Business community

C.
Family is the biggest influence.

