Citizenship

Chapter 7 Notes, Part II

“Elections”

I. Administration of Elections

A. Democracy cannot succeed without honest elections.

B. Federal Control-Congress

1. Set date, places, and manner of holding elections.

C. States choose when to elect governors.

D. Coattail Effect-Reagan 1980, 1984

II. Ballots

A. Each state requires a secret ballot.

B. History of Ballots

1. Voice Voting-Manly way to participate, but easy to intimidate.

2. Paper-Could tell who was voting for whom.

3. Australian Ballot-Lists the names of all candidates.

4. Office Group Ballot-Candidates grouped together by office.

5. Party-Column Ballot-Candidates in column under party’s name.

a. Encourages straight ticket voting.

6. Sample Ballots

C. Lengthy Ballots

1. Longest at the local level.  Causes ballot fatigue.

2. Elect those who make public policies, appoint those who administer them.

III. Voting Machines

A. First patent-Thomas Edison.

B. Voters pull down levers and sometimes can vote straight ticket

C. Make voting faster and reduce people needed.

D. Minimize fraud and counting errors.

E. Scantron Voting

F. Mail Voting

