Citizenship

Chapter 9 Notes

“Interest Groups”

I. What is it?

A. Private organization

B. Tries to persuade public officials to respond to its attitudes.

C. Want to influence public policy.

D. Function at every level of government.

II. Good or Bad?

A. Stimulate interest in public affairs.

B. Represent attitudes.

C. Provide useful information.

D. Help people participate in politics.

E. Help with checks and balances.

F. Not always in the best interests of others.

G. Do not represent everyone in their group.

H. Use bad practices.

III. Types of Interest Groups

A. Founded on the basis of economic interests.

1. Business Groups

a. United Brewers Association-oldest.

2. Labor Groups

a. American Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial Organizations.

3. Agricultural Groups

a. American Farm Bureau

4. Professional Groups

a. American Medical Association

