World History

Chapter 10 Notes

“Islam”

I.
The Arabian Peninsula

A. Desert land inhabited by Bedouins.

1. Good warriors.

2. Courageous and loyal to their families.

B. Trade routes began to run through Arabia.

1. City of Mecca became an important stop on the route.

2. Mixture of Judaism and Christianity in the area.

II. Muhammad

A. Religious man who heard from the angel Gabriel that Muhammad was a messenger of God.

B. Taught that Allah was the only one god and all others should be abandoned.

C. Left Mecca in 622 and moved to Yathrib.

1. Known as the Hijrah.

2. Renamed Medina-City of the Prophet.

D. Became a powerful military and religious leader.

III. Spread of Islam

A. Elected Abu-Bakr-First Caliph.

1. Often used force to show Muhammad’s authority.

2. Conquered Egypt, Persian Empire.

B. Success of Muslim armies.

1. Well disciplined with good commanders.

2. Other empires were weak.

C. Eventually Muslim religion split into 3 groups.

1. Shi’a

2. Sunni

3. Sufi

