World History

Chapter 21 Notes

I. Belief in Absolutism

A. Absolute Monarchs

B. Believed in divine right.

1. God created the monarchy.

2. God’s representative on Earth.

3. Answered only to God.

II. The Hapsburg Reign of Spain-controlled land in Italy, Austria, and the Netherlands

A. Charles V

B. Philip II-known as the Prudent King.

1. Seized Portugal.

2. Saw it as his duty to defend Catholicism.

3. Armada defeated Ottomans, lost to England.

C. Golden Age of Spanish Art

D. Weakening of Empire

1. Inflation due to high population and large amounts of silver.

2. Tax burden on the lower class.

3. Spain bought goods from enemies.

4. Too much money financing wars.

5. Netherlands revolted against Spain because they were Protestant.

III. France’s Monarchy

A. Henry IV-descended from Louis IX.  (Bourbon Dynasty)

1. Became Catholic.

2. Issued Edict of Nantes-declared religious toleration.

B. Louis XIII-appointed Cardinal Richelieu for help.

1. Forbade Protestant cities to have walls.

C. Louis XIV-Sun King

1. Intendants-collect taxes and administer justice.

2. Colbert-Minister of Finance to make France self-sufficient.

3. Life of Luxury

4. Tried to increase the size of the Empire.

