World History

Chapter 23 Notes

I. The Class System of France

A. First Estate-Clergy

1. Owned 10% of the land.

2. Two percent of income to government.

B. Second Estate-Rich nobles.

1. Owned 20% of the land.

2. Paid almost no taxes.

C. Third Estate-98% of population.

1. Bourgeoisie-merchants and artisans.

2. Cooks, servants.

3. Peasants.

II. Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette

A. French Revolution began with the storming of the Bastille on July 14, 1789.

B. National Assembly formed to take away privileges of Upper Estates.

1. Passed the Declaration of the Rights of Man.

2. Men are equal, Freedom of Speech, religion.

C. King eventually executed.

III. Reign of Terror

A. Led by Robespierre.

B. Wanted to wipe out every trace of monarchy and nobility in France.

C. Executed Marie Antoinette.

D. 3,000 executed.

E. People realized they had to fear Robespierre and killed him.

