World History

Chapter 28 Notes

I. China Resists Foreign Influence

A. Originally looked down on all foreigners.

B. Stable and secure under the Qing Dynasty.

C. Healthy agricultural economy.

1. Quick growing rice.

2. Trade with the Americas brought maize, sweet potatoes, and peanuts.

3. Rich in salt, tin, silver, and iron.

4. Essentially a self-sufficient economy.

II. The Opium War
A. China had a trade surplus with the rest of the world.

B. British had to find something to trade with the Japanese.

1. Smuggled in opium and got people addicted.

2. Emperor asked England to do something about the problem.
C. Led to war in 1839.

D. Treaty of Nanjing ended the war.

1. Gave the British the island of Hong Kong.

III. Taiping Rebellion

A. Led by Hong Xiuquan.

B. Means “Great Peace.”

C. Captured the city of Nanjing and declared its capital.

D. Emperor overthrew rebels, destroyed farmland and had 20 million killed.

IV. Meiji Era in Japan

A. Modernization of Japan

1. Gave their land to the emperor.

2. Sent people to western countries to study foreign ways.

3. Modeled their army after European armies.

4. Modeled American system of universal education.

5. Industrialization.

6. Saw empire building as a way of protecting country.

