World History

Chapter 33 Notes, Part III

I. Leading to the Vietnam War

A. France once controlled Vietnam.

B. Ho Chi Minh turned to the Communists to help overthrow the French.

C. Nationalists and Communists joined to fight the French.

1. French suffered major defeat at Dien Bien Phu in 1954.

2. Eventually surrendered to Ho.

II. United States Involvement

A. Saw a rising threat in Southeast Asia-domino theory.

B. Vietnam was divided at 17 degrees North Latitude.

C. Anti-Communist in the South run by Ngo Dinh Diem.

1. Ran the country like a dictator.

2. Communist guerillas called the Vietcong began to gain strength.

D. President Lyndon Johnson said North Vietnam had attacked US destroyers.

1. Congress authorized troops sent into Vietnam.

E. Advantages

1. Well equipped.

2. Well trained.

F. Disadvantages

1. Fighting guerrilla warfare in jungle terrain.

2. South Vietnamese government was unpopular.

G. Had to turn to air power.

III. Withdrawing

A. Vietnamization-gradually withdrawing.

B. Last forces left in 1973.

