World History

Chapter 35 Notes

I. Collapse of the Soviet Union

A. Lithuania declared independence in 1990.

1. Gorbachev ordered a blockade and unarmed civilians were killed.

2. This made Gorbachev unpopular among his people.

B. Military sent into Moscow to ensure obedience.

C. Boris Yeltsin became President of Russia.

D. All other republics (15) declared their independence.

II. Boris Yeltsin

A. Formed the Commonwealth of Independent States.

B. Planned to shift to free market economies-shock therapy.

1. Inflation=800%.

2. High unemployment.

C. War in Chechnya.

1. Declared independence, but it was denied

D. Was re-elected in 1996, but the future of Russian democracy is unclear.

III. Yugoslavia

A. Made up of six ethnic groups-Serbs, Croats, Muslims, Slovenes, Macedonians, and Montenegrins.

B. Milosevic-asserted Serbian leadership over Yugoslavia.

C. Broke out into a war.

1. Serbs used ethnic cleansing to rid Bosnia of Muslims.

D. U.N. troops sent to keep peace.

E. Milosevic has been voted out of power.

