World History

Chapter 4, Section 2 and 3 Notes

“Assyria and Persia”

I. Assyria

A. Had to develop a strong empire because they had few natural barriers.

B. Strong military

1. Iron-tipped weapons.

2. Iron daggers and swords.

3. Killed or enslaved victims and severed heads of people.

4. Even murdered women and children.

C. Cruelty earned them many enemies.

D. Conquered by the Chaldeans.

II. Persia

A. Controlled what would be modern day Iran.

B. Cyrus-Persia’s most famous king.

1. Had a tolerant view of empire.

2. Strict discipline against looting and burning.

3. Believed in honoring local customs and religions.

C. Cambyses

D. Darius

E. Persian Religion

1. Prophet named Zoroaster

2. Religion competed with Christianity.

