World History

Chapter 6 Notes

“The Roman Republic”

I. Introduction

A. Rome was originally ruled by kings.

B. Eventually established a republic.

1. Patricians-landowners who held most power.

2. Plebeians-common farmers and merchants.

a. Able to form tribunes to protect them from unfair patricians.

C. Plebeians got laws written down.

D. Consuls-commanded army and directed government.

E. Senate-300 people, life, aristocratic.

F. Assembly of Centuries

G. Dictator could be appointed in a time of crisis.

H. Army-all citizens who owned land has to serve.

II. Expansion of Rome

A. Problems

1. Widening gap between rich and poor.

2. Small farmers could not compete with rich landowners.

3. Moved into the city.

B. Rome involved in many civil wars.

C. Julius Caesar

1. Joined with Crassus and Pompey to form triumvirate.

2. Gave citizenship to people in provinces.

3. Expanded Senate.

4. Construction of new buildings.

5. Eventually killed by Brutus and Cassius.

D. Second Triumvirate-Octavian, Mark Antony, Lepidus.

1. Under Octavian Rome started Pax Romana.

