World History

Chapter 6 Notes, Part II

“Christianity and the Fall of Rome”

I.
Spread of Christianity

A. Spread easily during the Pax Romana.

1. Travel was easy and safe.

2. Common languages made the message easy to understand.

II. Appeal of Christianity

A. Embraced all people.

B. Gave hope to powerless.

C. Appealed to those who disliked Rome.

D. Offered a personal relationship with God

E. Promised eternal life after death.

III. Structure and History of Church

A. Priest-small group of Christians.

B. Bishop-supervised local churches.

C. Pope-head of Church.

D. Constantine-ended persecution of Christians-Edict of Milan

1. Theodosius-made it the official religion.

IV. Decline of Rome-Marcus Aurelius-last good emperor.

A. Trade was disrupted due to hostile tribes and pirates.

B. Inflation

C. Agriculture was hurt by droughts and warfare.

D. Military and politics decayed.

V. Diocletian and Constantine

A. Divided empire into Greek-speaking east and Latin-speaking west.

B. Moved capital from Rome to Byzantium

