World History

Chapter 8 and 15 Notes

I.
Geography of Africa

A. 40% of the continent is desert.

B. Largest desert is the Sahara.

C. Noted for its rainforest, 5%.

D. Savannas-Largest number of people live in this region.

II. Early Civilizations

A. The Nok

1. Lived in what is now Nigeria.

2. Developed iron making technology.

B. Aksum

1. Lived in what is now Ethiopia and Eritrea.

2. Famous ruler-Ezana conquered the Kush empire.

3. Practiced Christianity.

4. Conquered by Islamic invaders.

III. Later Civilizations 800-1500

A. Efe

1. Lived in the DR of Congo.

2. Stateless society.

B. Kingdom of Ghana

1. Noted for its salt and gold trade.

C. Mali

1. Sundiata Kieta-conquered Ghana.

2. Mansa Musa-Muslim who ordered building of a mosque at Timbuktu.

D. Songhai

1. Sunni Ali-captured Timbuktu.

2. Askia Muhammad-Songhai empire reached its height.

